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CRIMINAL JUSTICE IN ARIZONA
NOTES FROM COMMUNITY TOWN HALL AT ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
May 1, 2018 — St. Vincent de Paul Family Dining Room

On May 1, 2018, people served by St. Vincent de Paul shared their opinions and stories about
Arizona’s criminal justice system. Below, their comments are summarized in both English and Spanish.

At the end of this report are copies of artwork created by children at the event. The first two
pieces were created when they were allowed to create whatever they wanted. The last three pieces
were created after they were asked to think about police, courts and other parts of the criminal justice
system.

WHAT HAVE BEEN YOUR EXPERIENCES WITH THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM?

One person was frustrated with the criminal detention process and said it is inefficient. This
person explained that a criminal is arrested and detained at one location, then transferred to another
location to be arraigned, and if he qualifies to post bail, the bail must be paid in another location. The
person recommended a more centralized process that is more convenient for all parties.

Some people are scared to report criminal activity to the police because they do not have legal
status to live in the United States and they also fear that the police will question them about their legal
status when reporting a crime.

Some people fear that if they report a crime to the police the criminal will seek revenge against
them.

Some people reported that the police do not respond quickly enough to the scene after they
report criminal activity. Some people reported waiting over 30 minutes for police to respond. In some
cases where the police arrived late and the reporting person had left for work, the police would leave a
note on the person’s door. Neighbors and the criminal would see the police leaving the note and would
discover who reported the crime. One recommendation is to have more frequent police patrols in areas
that have high incidents of crime.

The criminal justice system needs to have more flexible criminal penalties with fewer sentences
requiring lengthy incarcerations. For example, sentences for non-violent crimes need to focus on
community service, which allows the criminal to serve his punishment while maintaining his
employment and family obligations.

Some people feel that the police ask for too much personal information when a person reports
criminal activity. These people are concerned about criminals seeking revenge against them or
intimidating them.

There is a lack of communication between ICE, police departments, courts, criminals and their
families, and victims about the circumstances hen a criminal will be allowed to post bail or when he will
be transferred to ICE and deported.




CRIMINAL JUSTICE IN ARIZONA

NOTAS DE COMMUNITY TOWN HALL EN ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
1 de mayo de 2018 — St. Vincent de Paul Family Dining Room

El 1 de mayo de 2018, las personas atendidas por St. Vincent de Paul compartieron sus
opiniones e historias sobre el sistema de justicia penal de Arizona. A continuacién, sus comentarios se
resumen en inglés y espafiol.

Al final de este informe hay copias de obras de arte creadas por nifios que asistieron el evento.
Las primeras dos piezas se crearon cuando se les permitio crear lo que quisieran. Las ultimas tres
piezas se crearon después de que se les pidié que pensaran en la policia, los tribunales y otras partes
del sistema de justicia penal.

CUALES HAN SIDO SUS EXPERIENCIAS CON EL SISTEMA CRIMINAL DE JUSTICIA?

Una persona estuvo frustrada con el proceso de detencién de criminales y dijo que el proceso
es ineficiente. Esta persona explicé que un criminal esta adestrado y detenido en un lugar, transferido
a otro lugar para ser procesado, y si califica para la fianza, la fianza debe pagarse en otro lugar. Esta
persona recomienda un proceso mas centralizado que es mas conveniente para todos los partidos.

Algunas personas tienen miedo de reportar actividades criminales porque ellos no tienen
estatus legal para vivir en Los Estados Unidos y ellos también tienen miedo que la policia les pregunte
sobre su estatus migratorio cuando reporten un crimen.

Algunas personas tienen miedo que si reporta un crimen a la policia que el criminal buscara
revancha contra ellos.

Algunas personas reportan que la policia no responde lo suficientemente rapido al lugar donde
ocurrié el crimen. Algunas personas reportaron que esperaron mas de 30 minutos para que llegara la
policia. En algunos casos cuando la policia llega tarde y la persona que reporto el crimen ha salido a
trabajar, la policia deberia dejar una nota en la puerta de la persona. Los Vecinos y el criminal verian a
la policia dejando la nota y descubririan la identidad de la persona que reporto el crimen. Una
recomendacion es para tener patrullas mas frecuentemente en las areas que tienen una alta nivel de
incidentes criminales.

El sistema criminal de justicia necesita tener sanciones mas flexibles con menos tiempo de
detencion. Por ejemplo, sanciones para crimenes no violentos tendrian que enfocar en servicio a la
comunidad que permita al criminal mantener sus obligaciones de empleo y de familia.

Algunas personas sienten que la policia pregunta mucha informacién personal cuando una
persona reporta actividad criminal. Estas personas estan preocupadas que los criminales van a buscar
revancha y bucaran intimidarlos.

Hay una falta de comunicacion entre ICE, departamentos de policia, cortes, criminales y sus
familias, y victimas sobre las circunstancias cuando el corte permitira un criminal pagar una fianza o
cuando el criminal transferird a ICE y deportara.













